
RESOLUTION NUMBER 36  

HONORING CHARLES EUGENE DAYTON  

 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis of the 

many achievements and contributions of Charles Eugene Dayton to our community; and  

 

WHEREAS, Charles was born in March of 1936 and was an avid supporter of the St. Louis Soapbox Derby; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Charlie’s love of Soap Box began in 1951 when he and 300 other boys raced on Highway 40, then 

known as the Red Feather Highway, where the highway ran past the St. Louis Arena near Forest Park.  

Highway 40 was closed and ramps were built for the Derby cars to race; and   

  

WHEREAS, Charlie graduated from Brentwood High School in 1954, and enlisted in the Navy where he 

served in the Pacific aboard USN Destroyers; and  

 

WHEREAS, he and his wife Gail were married in 1954 and enjoyed building a life together over their 68-year 

marriage. Charlie and Gail had two children, Greg and Karen; and  

 

WHEREAS, in the 1970s, Karen and Greg began participating in the Soap Box Derby, with Greg winning the 

local race in Kirkwood in 1972.  Many Dayton family members raced in the Derby, and competed in the World 

Soap Box Derby in Akron, Ohio; and   

  

WHEREAS, Charlie served as Soap Box Derby Director for over 40 years, followed by service as Regional 

Director. The Dayton family loved the Soap Box Derby and traveled annually to Akron where Gail joined in the 

fun by volunteering to help out with many aspects of the race; and   

  

WHEREAS, the Soap Box Derby race in St. Louis – held annually on The Hill – has always been a focus in 

Charlie’s life.  Charlie and The Hill Derby crew work hard throughout the year to ensure that the annual race is 

a premier event promoting the Derby, as well as The Hill and the City of St. Louis; and     

  

WHEREAS, Charlie has generously donated his time and expertise, helping keep St. Louis and The Hill on the 

Derby map.  In 1990 St. Louis received the Soap Box Derby’s coveted Phoenix award, which is considered a 

rare treasure among Soap Box Derby enthusiasts; and   
  
WHEREAS, The Soap Box Derby is a signature annual event on The Hill where neighbors, guests and racers 

from all over the region gather to watch racers, young and old, cross the finish line.  

  

NOW THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause in 

our deliberations to recognize and applaud Charles Eugene Dayton for his many achievements and contributions 

to the cultural richness of the City of St. Louis. We further direct the of this Board to include a copy of this 

Resolution in the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy for presentation at a time 

and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

 

Introduced on June 3rd, 2022 by: 

The Honorable Joseph Vollmer, Alderman 10th Ward  
 

 

 

 



Adopted this June 3rd, 2022 as attested by: 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________   ________________________ 

Terry Kennedy    Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen   President, Board of Aldermen 

 

 

 
 
 


